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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 VIENNA 09315 101647Z 
46 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO MCT-01 ACDA-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 

NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 EURE-00 /051 W 

046828 

PR 101627Z NOV 76 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 0055 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
USMISSION BERLIN 

UNCLAS VIENNA 9315 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, PORS, AU 

SUBJECT: NERVE GASS INCIDENT 

REF: STATE 275622 (NOTAL) 

1 . JOHANNES KOENIGSTORFER AND PETER SVOBODA WERE CONVICTED 
IN VIENNA COURT ON OCTOBER 28 FOR POSSESSION OF DEADLY NERVE 
GAS (DIISOPROPYLFLUOROPHOSPHATE-DFP) AND SENTENCED TO SIX 
MONTHS' IMPRISONMENT EACH. ACCORDING TO PRESS, BROTHER OF 
FORMER, RICHARD KOENIGSTORFER, WHO PRODUCED GAS IN WEST 
BERLIN, WAS RECENTLY GIVEN SUSPENDED TWO-YEAR SENTENCE BY 
WEST BERLIN COURT AND PLACED ON PROBATION; MARTIN SPIELER, 
WHO WAS ALLEGEDLY TO HAVE OFFERED TO PURCHASE THE GAS, IS 
REPORTEDLY AWAITING TRIAL IN WEST BERLIN. 

2. ACCORDING TO NEWS ACCOUNTS, CONVICTED MEN TESTIFIED 
THAT THEIR INITIAL OBJECTIVE WAS COMMERCIAL PRODUCTION OF 
SPRAY CANS OF INCAPACITATING GAS FOR USE IN SELF-DEFENSE; 
HOWEVER, SPIELER SUGGESTED PRODUCTION OF DFP INSTEAD, 
CLAIMING HE HAD POTENTIAL ROMANIAN BUYER FOR IT. 

CONVICTED MEN CLAIMED THEY HAD ALREADY DECIDED TO DESTROY 
THE GAS RATHER THAN DELIVER IT WHEN THEY WERE APPREHENDED. 
NO EVIDENCE WAS PRESENTED THAT THEY INTENDED TO USE IT 

FOR CRIMINAL OR TERRORISTIC PURPOSES.BUCHANAN 
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Disposition Remarks: 
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Document Unique ID: 00 
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Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 
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